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Fig. 14: Private vs. Public Employment in Beaverhead Co
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Most employment in both Madison and 
Beaverhead Counties is in the private sector, but 
there have been large shifts in the makeup of 
area employment by major sector over the last 
twenty years.  There are nine major sectors 
within the nonfarm private sector of the 
economy including: 
 

1. Services, including businesses and 
establishments engaged in health care; 
business services; legal services, 
engineering and management services; 
social services such as day care centers, 
family counseling, etc.; auto repairs; 
amusement and recreation services; 
hotels and other lodging places; 
membership organizations such as 
churches; and others; 

2. Retail Trade, including food stores; 
home furnishing stores; general 
merchandise stores; building material 
stores; auto dealers; apparel stores; 
eating and drinking places; and others; 

3. Manufacturing; including all firms 
producing durable (such as lumber) and 
non-durable products for commercial 
sale and distribution; 

4. Construction, including general 
building contractors, special trade 
contractors (carpenters, plumbers, 

electricians, etc.), and heavy 
construction contractors; 

5. Finance, Insurance and Real Estate 
(F.I.R.E.), including depository 
institutions like banks and savings and 
loans; and non-depository 
establishments engaged in insurance and 
real estate businesses, etc.; 

6. Transportation and Public Utilities; 
including railroads; trucking and 
warehousing; local private 
transportation; and private 
communications and utility companies; 

7. Wholesale Trade, including 
establishments that primarily sell 
merchandise to other businesses; 

8. Agricultural, Forestry and Fishery 
Services, including firms providing 
services to ag producers and to timber 
owners and managers; and 

9. Mining, which includes companies 
engaged in all aspects of mining 
including coal mining, metals and non-
metals mining, and oil and gas 
extraction and exploration. 

 
Figures 15 and 16 show changing employment 
levels for these major private nonfarm sectors of 
the economy in Madison and Beaverhead 
Counties since 1980 through 2000.   


